United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
I nilid Stall-, l'atint and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 



APPLICATION NO. 



10/550.01 1 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



Gilles Dumortier 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 



466 7590 

YOUNG & THOMPSON 
209 Madison Street 
Suite 500 

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314 



PAN, YUWEN 



PAPER NUMBER 



DELIVERY MODE 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



l/ffflrC? nVrliUli Otfff Iff ids y 


Application No. 

10/550,011 


Applicant(s) 

DUMORTIER, GILLES 


Examiner 

YUWEN PAN 


Art Unit 

2618 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 
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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 9/09/08 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 25 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claiml, 2, 4, 5, 7, 10, 15, 16-18, 21, 24-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over by Gorday et al (US006665521B1), hereinafter Gorday in view of Kotzin 
(US00686501B2). 

Per claim 1, Gorday discloses a method of communicating between at least two wireless 
devices (see figure 2 and item 34 and 36, column 2 and lines 46-52) having contact less 
communication means (wireless) , said method involving communication management means 
(user A, figure 1 and 2, item 29) that employ a command response protocol (, a secondary 
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wireless protocol, see column 2 and lines 14-19) to communicate with said wireless devices, and 
said method being characterized in that at least one of said wireless device (see item 26, at least 
one of partner) communicates with said communication management means (user A, item 29) 
using a wireless technology (secondary protocol) and in that it includes a step consisting in 
storing a list of said electronic entities in the communication management means (see column 2 
and lines 4-20), a list (group) of wireless devices in the communication management means (see 
column 2 and lines 20-45, column 3 and lines 9-28). Gorday does not teach that the wireless 
devices are microcircuit cards having contact less communication means. Kotzin teaches that the 
wireless devices are microcircuit cards having contact less communication means (see figure 2 
and item 273 and 275, or removable card item 360). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the references to increase 
radio modules with single wireless devices. 

Per claim 2, Gorday further teaches that said wireless device constitute a network of 
acquaintances (see column 2 and lines 40-45, partners). 

Per claim 4, Gorday further teaches that each of said at least two electronic entities is 
associated with a unique identifier (address of each cooperative partner, see figure 3 and item 
308). 

Per claim 5, Gorday further teaches that each identifier is associated with a service or 
family code (cooperative diversity network, column 2 and lines 40-50). 
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Per claim 7, Gorday further teaches that said list includes a new electronic entity, it 
includes a step of adding the new electronic entity to said network of acquaintances and a 
function of at least one predetermined criterion (see column 2 and lines 60-column 3 and line 
28). 

Per claim 10, Gorday further teaches that it involves at least three electronic entities and 
in that said communication management means are combined witht one of said electronic entities 
(see figure 1, items 12 and 29). 

Per claim 15, Gorday further teaches that at least one of said at least two electronic 
entities is portable (see figure 1 and item 21 and 29). 

Per claim 16, Gorday further teaches that at least one of said at least two electronic 
entities communicates with the communication management means using a contacless 
technology (see column 1 and lines 15-20, ReFLEX). 

Per claims 17 and 18, Gorday further teaches GSM in which inherently use SIM card as 
microcircuit card for secure purpose (see column 1 and lines 18). 

Per claim 21, Gorday further teaches that it ensures continuity of communication 
involving one of said electronic entities and antenna from a plurality of antennas connected to 
the communication management means when said electronic entity moves in such a manner that 
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said communication involves another antenna from said plurality of antennas (see column 3 and 
lines 5 1 -column 4 and lines 29, diversity in which utilize any partner's antenna to receive same 
information to improve the source's gain). 

Per claim 24, Gorday further teaches that the object communicates with said plurality of 
stations using a contact less technology (see column 2 and lines 20-25, Bluetooth). 

Per claim 25, Gorday discloses a communication system (see figure 1): at least two 
wireless devices (see figure 2 and item 34 and 36); a communication management unit (see item 
29) that employs a command response protocol (scanning and discovery, see column 2 and lines 
20-39) to communication with said at least two wireless devices, said management 
communication unit having stored therein a list of said wireless devices (partners) wirelessly 
communication with the said communication management unit (see 2 and lines 20-45), wherein 
the at least one of said electronic entities (partner 4) communication with said communication 
management unit (item 29) using a wireless technology (secondary protocol). Gorday does not 
teach that the wireless devices are microcircuit cards having contact less communication means. 
Kotzin teaches that the wireless devices are microcircuit cards having contact less 
communication means (see figure 2 and item 273 and 275, or removable card item 360). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
combine the references to increase radio modules with single wireless devices. 
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Per claim 26, Gorday further teaches that said list of partners in the communication 
management means includes a list of all said wireless devices in communication with the 
communication management means separate from a list of said microcircuit cards in 
communication with other said microcircuit cards (see figure 2 user E is communicating with the 
management means and separate from other wireless device such as user G). 

5. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gorday in view of 
Ghirnikar et al (US006216001B1). 

6. Gorday docs not expressly teaches storing a message intended for at least one of said at 
least two electronic entities when the address electronic entity is temporarily out of range of the 
communication management means. Ghirnikar teaches storing a message intended for at least 
one of said at least two electronic entities when the address electronic entity is temporarily out of 
range of the communication management means (see column 4 and lines 16-37). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the 
teaching of Ghirnikar with Gorday' s system to preserve the quality of service. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to YUWEN PAN whose telephone number is (571)272-7855. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8-5 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Anderson D. Matthew can be reached on 571-272-4177. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Y uwen Pan/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 26 1 8 



